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Mass vaccination campaigns 
against polio continue in Somalia 
and the region in response to an 
outbreak of wild Poliovirus. By end 
of June, over 40 had been 
confirmed in Somalia and 7 in 
Kenya’s Dadaab refugee camp. 

More than 70 civilians were killed 
and around 300 injured in Kismayo 
following heavy fighting that 
occurred  during the month of June 
among rival political factions over 
the control of the port city.

According to the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), about 1,600 
people fled Kismayo to villages in 
the Lower Juba region. Dozens of 
wounded civilians were evacuated to 
Mogadishu for medical treatment.

Recurrent violence is compounding 
existing humanitarian access 
challenges. Logistics have emerged 
as a major bottleneck as aid workers 
have not been able to use the port 
for months due to insecurity. Plans 
to deliver emergency supplies are 
being considered, security 
permitting.

Since 1 January at least 20,000 
cross border movements into 
Somalia from countries of asylum, 
the majority from Kenya, have been 
recorded, of whom it is estimated 
that 12,000 are actual refugee 
returns with the remainder being 
temporary/seasonal movements for 
planting/harvesting before and after 
the rainy season.

On 19 June, Al Shabaab carried out 
a deadly assault on the United 
Nations Common Compound in 
Mogadishu, killing one international 
staff member, three contractors and 
four Somali security guards. 
Several Somali civilians were also 
killed and wounded in the attack. 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
and the Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General for Somalia 
Nicholas Kay condemned the attack 
and reiterated the UN's commitment 
and resolve to keep up its support 
to the Somali government and 
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